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“My story-telling career began at age ten!”

Fiona’s earliest story-telling talents came to the fore when, from the age of ten, she entertained her three 
younger brothers and their friends with serialised tales of children undertaking dangerous and exciting 
exploits, which they survived through courage and ingenuity. Haunted houses, vampires, and skeletons 
leaping out of coffins were hot favourites in the cast of characters.

Although Fiona has been a journalist and editor for the last fifteen years, writing a children’s book—The 
Secret of the Sacred Scarab—was an unexpected step, inspired by a recent trip to Egypt. The tale of the 
sacred scarab began life as a little anecdotal tale for her 2 nephews (then 10 and 12), who had 
accompanied her on the Egyptian trip. This short story grew into a children’s book, the first in the 
adventure series Chronicles of the Stone. Fiona is already immersed in the next book in the series—The 
Search for the Stone of Excalibur—a huge treat for young King Arthur fans. Although Fiona does not 
have children of her own, she has an adopted teenage foster child, from an underprivileged background 
who is just discovering the joys of reading for pleasure.

Naturally, Fiona is a voracious reader and has been from early childhood. Her 
interests include literature, art, theatre, collecting antiques, animals, music, 
and films. She loves travel and has been fortunate to have lived in Europe 
(while studying) and America (for work). She has travelled widely and 
fulfilled many of her travel goals.

After winning the Emma Smith Scholarship to finance her university studies, 
Fiona graduated from the University of Natal, Durban with a double first in 
her B.A. (French & Drama). She won a Human Sciences Research Council 
Bursary, which enabled her to do her Honours in Drama at Natal. Fiona then 
went to the University of the Witwatersrand to do her Masters in French-African literature (the impact of 
colonial language and culture upon the development of African theatre and literary forms), a subject 
which has interested her greatly. Fiona applied for and won the Emma Smith Overseas Scholarship for 
further study.  She studied drama at The Drama Studio in London and mime at L’Ecole Jacques le Coq. 
Upon her return to South Africa, Fiona immersed herself in teaching drama at community centres, and 
became involved in producing community and grassroots theatre with local playwrights and performers in 
Natal for several years. A move to Johannesburg took her in a new direction—that of journalism. She has 
written freelance for the last fifteen years.
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